MAC HOLT

MORE than 25 children
from Kalbarri took part
in riding lessons al the
Big River Ranch last
week.

“The saddle club is a
fun  active  sporting
organisation and one of
the most useful tools in
developing responsibili-
ty and multi tasking
skills,”  said  Kayleen
Cartledge, operator of
the Big River Ranch
equestrian  centre  with
husband Rick.

“On Thursday,
August 25 1 had the
pleasure  of  going
through some of the
games  we play on
horseback,”™ she said.

“Group one needed
some help as the ponies
were a little reluctant to
try all the games.

“Group four are on
thoroughbreds and  are
now progressing at a fast
pace capable of doing
many of the games al a
fast canter.”

Mrs  Cartledge said
the games participated
in were called key hole
race, bending race, bar-
rel race, flag race, and
Jump run scurry.

“All the children are
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IMPROVING AT A CANTER: Danielle Cartledge maintains total control of her mount ‘Elle” to complete a perfect turn at the Saddle Club meeting at the Big River

capable of completing
these games alone, how-
ever on Thursday the

competitive nature  of

muost children and adults

meant any parent or
child without a horse
suddenly became a run-
ner.

“They

were  often

dragging a reluctant
horse or two with a
kicking frantic saddle
clubber on top desperate
to beat their personal

Ranch eguestrian centre last week. Picture: MAC HOLT

best times.

“If only the horses
could run as fast as the
words of encouragement
coming  out  of the

mouths from the kids”
she said.

If you would like to
see  Saddle Club  in

progress this term most

lessons are held in the
Arena, going through
the paces from 4-5pm on
Monday and Thursday

afternoon.




