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Wild ride along the mighty Murchis

MAC HOLT

TAKING a canoe trip
down the Murchiso
more  th
down thi

was the ultimate
e display.

were  duck
s, with ducklings
trying to keep up with
their parents; lizards
basking on rocks; feral
goats watching us from
their vantage points: and
bird species including
kites and a majestic pair
of sea eagles, perched
high in a rivergum near
the shore.

Then, rtowards the
end, a fish jumped into
one of the boats.

Mick Porter, tour
e from Kalbarri
Wilderness Canoeing,
performed multiple
roles instructor,
entertainer,  historian,
storyteller, bush cook,
comedian  and  game
show host.

One of his amu
stories  concerned  a
Frenchman, who imme-
diately jumped out of
his canoe into waist-
high water when a mul-
let joined him in his
o

anoe.
He would not get
back in his canoe until
the fish had been
removed — much to the

laughter of  other
canoeists.
| lucky to jo

three ies, each with
two children, whose
ages ranged  from
around 4 1o 17.

We had a gentle pad-
dle  from Murchison
House Station down to
Gregory Rock, beaching
on a sandy shore,

We then clambered on
top of the rock for a
photo opportunity.

Then it was back in
the canoes for a follow-
the-leader obstacle
course under trees over-
hanging the river, to our
barbecue location.

While Mick cooked
brunch, crews explored
the local rock structure
and wildflowers.

The Malaluka bush
was pointed out, whose
leaves when rubbed
together produce an oil
similar to tee tree oil,
which is good for keep-
ing flies at bay and
stops  infection  from
scratches.

On the way back o a
swimming beach,
friendly  water  play
fights started between
parents and children
using the blades of their
paddles.

It was good fun to
watch as the “camera
canoe”  was  out  of
bounds for retaliation.

At the swimming
beach, the kids enjoyed
rolling down the bank
into the water and a
swim in the river before
a canoe race was set up.

Girls could use pad-
dles, but the boys could
only use their hands and
the men only one hand.

The young girls won
easily.

The three families had
by now become friends,
relaxed in each other’s
company.

Trish  Butson said:
“We came on this canoe
tour with our boys last
vear and wanted to do it
again as it was so peace-
ful, re z and such
good fun for the whole
family”,

Before boarding  the
4WD bus back to their
hotels, each one was
asked for a different
word to describe their
experience.

Zac  Allison,  the
youngest, used his
favourite word: “awe-
some”,

Other  descriptions
ranged from “radical”,
“fun” “serene”  to
ceful™.

Whatever the age,
everyone had an enjoy-
able time.
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Milestone: Young Ms Allison
in a canoe for the first time

Above: Tour guide Mick Porter leads the group.
Left: A sea eagle keeps watch as his mate eats a fish

Girl power: The young girls won the fun canoeing competition

A nanny
goat with
two kids

Below:

A Ta-Ta'
lizard suns
itself on

a rock



